Oh, For One More Chance! Faculty Suggests Electives by Krenek, Peggy Ann
Volume 28
Number 3 The Iowa Homemaker vol.28, no.3 Article 7
1948
Oh, For One More Chance! Faculty Suggests
Electives
Peggy Ann Krenek
Iowa State College
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Krenek, Peggy Ann (1948) "Oh, For One More Chance! Faculty Suggests Electives," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 28 : No. 3 , Article 7.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol28/iss3/7
Faculty Suggests Electives 
by Peggy Ann Krenek 
H ERE you are counting the hours until graduation 
and juggling courses furiously to work in free 
afternoons and Union labs. ·when you leave school 
at last, diploma in hand, will it be just a prize for 
handing in assignments like so many box tops, or will 
it be ·a receipt for a well-planned future? 
If you could peek into a magic looking glass and 
see tomorrow, your problems would be much simpler. 
Then you could choose electives which would count 
most in preparing for your profession. But let's face 
it. Magic looking glasses are hard to find these days. 
A more practical way to make your electives count 
is to consider the "I wish I had taken" lists of faculty 
members who have faced the same problems confront-
ing you. 
Missed Subjects 
Mrs. Cornelia Lindstrom Buck, of the Department 
of Applied Art, says, "Get out of the old rut of re-
guir~d subjects and add a little spice to your schedule 
when you choose your electives." Horticulture and 
botany courses rate high on her list of missed subjects. 
She believes that every art major should include child 
physiology and human physiology in her schedule. 
Whenever you get an opportunity, Mrs. Buck 
thinks it is a good idea to work in cultural subjects 
such as history and English. She also believes more 
work in speech would have been valuable to her. In 
Take a look at your crystal ball while you are planning your 
future. It might tell you that some day you'll be wishing you'd 
had some radio training. If it does, make sure you elect it now; 
you can't afterwards. 
8 
fact, Mrs. Buck would like to start school all ove · 
again - this time with an etirely different major. 
It isn't that she is unhappy with her first choice. It's 
just that she believes all courses have something 
which would be valuable to know. And it would be 
possible to go to school a lifetime without exhausting 
all the interesting courses. 
Prof. Frances Hettler, of the Department of Foods 
and Nutrition, wishes she could have taken some of 
the crafts courses. "I was in the spot that many of 
the transfer students are in now. I think I had one 
elective!" She would take floriculture and music 
appreciation if she had it to do again. 
"It is my philosophy that your electives should be 
for fun." Miss Hettler believes your education will 
be onesided if you take all electives in your major 
field. She recommends catering and food economics 
as excellent electives to take in the Department of 
Foods and Nutrition. "And I would even like to take 
the meat cutting course over again," she declares. 
On the other hand, Prof. Beatrice Donaldson, of 
the Department of Institution Management, rec-
ommends saving electives for courses in your major 
fi eld. She also advises taking mostly required subjects 
first. Then you will be more certain of what you want 
and will really need when you choose your electives. 
'Td elect courses in dramatic production, play 
selection, and music appreciation and participate in 
those activities," says Prof. Katherine Goeppinger, 
of the Department of Technical Journalism. Land-
scape architecture, horticulture, psychology of per-
sonality and salesmanship, advanced child develop-
ment and child nutrition are also on her list. 
"Of course, every home economist u ses French, the 
language of food and fashion, but now she needs to 
know more than just one foreign language," says Miss 
Goeppinger. She would include more modern langu-
ages in her schedule today. 
Prof. Anita Kezer, of the Department of Child 
Development, would include courses in field botany, 
art appreciation and bird study. She also has a yen 
toward ancient history and foreign language. Miss 
Kezer believes electives should teach things that 
people have in common. She mentioned such courses 
as R eligions of Mankind and History of Philosophical 
Thoug-ht. 
Participation in activities such as Social Science 
Seminar and Sociology Club will acquaint you with 
things every home economist needs to know. Miss 
Kezer believes activities add much in the way of 
variety to the schedule. 
Mrs. Delores Young, of the Department of Home 
Management, said a course in large quantity cookery 
would have been of much h elp to her during her 
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3 years of teaching at Keokuk High School. It would 
have made the preparation of banquets and luncheons 
at school and church suppers easier. 
As a high school sewing teacher she had many 
fitting problems. She believes a course in draping 
would be a great help in fitting garments. Crafts is 
another of her wanted subjects. She especially admires 
the lovely things for your home which result from 
the course. · 
"If I were planning my course again, I would plan 
a sequence in human relations and psychology," says 
Dr. Mattie Pattison, of the Department of Home 
Economics Education. This would include courses 
such as marriage and the f<J.mily, sociology of the 
family and community organization. 
Courses in guidance or counseling are excellent 
as professional training. Dr. Pattison is also interested 
in radio speech. "As a senior I would want some 
course in current history," says Dr. Pattison. She 
thinks proper placement of this course in the schedule 
is important. 
More Athletics 
Prof. Irene Buchanan, of the Department of Tex-
tiles and Clothing, wishes she had taken more physicacl 
education. "I think every woman should be able to 
"passably" bowl, play tennis, archery, golf and other 
popular sports." Since business is often of a social 
nature, Mrs. Buchanan believes an understanding 
anc1 certain skill in sports are worthwhile. 
Some of her other "I wish I had taken" courses are 
crafts, floriculture, music appreciation and more 
history. Professionally, she recommends a COl!rse in 
retailing to textiles and clothing majors. 
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